


AIMS FOR THE SESSION
Current state of writing across the country

The writing journey

Successful writers

The writing process

Our approach at Parley

Children have their say!

Help at home



Writing

Writing is crucial. 

It is tricky!

Worst performing subject 

Gender gap

Learning to write

Children that enjoy 
writing are seven 

times more likely to 
attain above 

expected.



Impact of COVID and national lockdowns

Basic skills lost (capital letters, full stops, finger spaces 

etc.)

Stamina / interest / enthusiasm

Handwriting

Spelling
Some children have experienced language deprivation, especially during 

Covid. A child has to hear a word 15 times before they will take a risk and 

use it themselves.



THE WRITING JOURNEY

 As soon as your child starts to make marks, 

they are writers.

Writing is a developmental process; a journey.



The Writing Journey 

1.Scribbling



The Writing Journey 

2. Letter-like symbols



The Writing Journey 

3.String of letters



The Writing Journey 

4. Beginning sounds emerge



The Writing Journey 

5.Initial, middle and final sounds



The Writing Journey 

6. Transitional phase with readable letter patterns



The Writing Journey 

7.  Strings of sentences



SUCCESSFUL 
WRITERS



Writing

Transcription 

Handwriting 

Spelling

Composition

Planning

Drafting

Evaluating 

Sharing

Re-reading and editing

Sentence combining

Summarising

Writing for a purpose 

and audience

Grammar and 

punctuation

Reading

National Curriculum

Ideas / Creativity



WRITING AT PARLEY FIRST SCHOOL

Ofsted Report March 2020:

‘Standards in writing are particularly low’ 

‘Leaders need to ensure that more pupils achieve well, including in the 

core subjects of writing and mathematics’







So, what is: ‘The Write Stuff’? 



• A system that will sharpen the teaching and 
learning of writing within the classroom. 

‘THE WRITE STUFF’ IS:

• A clear and systematic approach to the teaching of writing, 

providing a step-by-step framework to convert struggling 

writers into successful writers.

The Write Stuff is an approach 

to planning and teaching 

writing. It is not a scheme of 

work.



A WHISTLE-STOP TOUR:

Modelled Sentence 

Stacking and

Experience 

Lessons

Independent 

Writing





SENTENCE STACKING LESSONS

Lessons concentrate on the teaching of writing with a 

sharp focus on the craft and construction of sentences.

Lessons are split into three learning chunks, which last 

approximately 20 minutes.





Children’s books

Green Writing book

Double page spread

Left side is the ‘Thinking Side’

Writing lenses used

Right side is the ‘Writing Side’



SENTENCE STACKING DISPLAY



SENTENCE STACKING DISPLAY



SENTENCE STACKING DISPLAY



SENTENCE STACKING DISPLAY



Independent Writing





Transcription

Handwriting 



Spelling
There over a million words in the English language and 

they have been affected by some 1,300 years of history.

Patters of spellings

Links to phonics

Remembering and recalling

Teachers teach, model and define as children practise, 

explore and investigate

“My spelling is wobbly, it’s goofy spelling but it wobbles, 

and the letters get in the wrong places.”
Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A, Milne







Let’s hear it from the children!



Helping at home
Read, read and read some more…develop their 

vocabulary.  Read aloud, listen to audio stories, tell 

stories, recite rhymes, riddles and poems.

Just 10 minutes reading a day will expose a 

child to around 700,000 words a year, this will 

propel children’s language development.



Helping at home

Magnetic letters on the fridge, chalk for outside, 

window pens.

Vocabulary note book, comic strips, hangman, 

instructions, song lyrics, joke books etc.

Talk with your child about what interests them.  



Helping at home

 Let your children write about what interests them e.g. Roblox, Minecraft, 

Superhero’s,  Animals, Dinosaurs etc.

Real writing opportunities that engage and invite responses e.g. invites, emails, 

shopping lists

A fun space to write

Use of a keyboard as an alternative sometimes

Have fun, doesn’t have to be lengthy and boring

 Praise


