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We would like to give our families advanced

Thurs 12t Feb - Open
Afternoon
3.15 - 4.00pm

notice that from Summer Term 1, Peardrops

After School Club will only run until 5pm on
a Friday. Unfortunately there is not enough
demand for a 6pm finish time on this

Mon 16" Feb - Half T
particular day of the week to sustain keeping Mon 16™ feb f Term

the club open for the additional hour. The

Wed 28t Jan - Year 3
change will not take place until Summer

Durlston Trip
Term 1, to give families time to make

dlternative arrangements. Please note that
all other days of the week will run as usual

until 6pm. Thank you very much for your

continued SIAPPOV't.

SEND & PASTORAL SUPPORT
PEARDROPS SPRING 2

We dre in the process of setting up a half termly

Pastoral and SEND newsletter. This has been shared The Peardrops booking window
with o small group of parents across the school to get for spring 2 will open in

some initial feedback. We will be covering a range of ParentMail on Mﬂ“‘

topics to give support and guidance to our families. Janudry at approximately

on Mondaj_‘aﬂ‘ February the Mental Health in Schools 1.00pm. Bookings as always are
Team will be delivering an assembly to our children as on a first come, first served basis.

part of Children's Mental Health Week.

CHILDCARE VOUCHER PAYMENTS

Further to the update in last week’s newsletter, it dppears the changes haven't been as
straight forward as we had hoped for with some of the childcare voucher scheme

providers. In most cases, the amendment has been made to the bank details but not the
name, so if you cannot see ‘Southern Education Trust’ as an option, loleasejust continue

to pay selecting the previous name you have used i.e. ‘Parley First School’ or ‘Parley First -

J\\‘V

School c/o Castleman Academy Trust’. Thank you very much.



HEADTEACHER UPDATE

It seemed like the middle of the night this week some mornings when we were starting school. 1 think it was
also labelled ‘Blue Monday’ which certainly was a direct link to the weather too! I have been determined that it

is not ‘blue’ in anyway and have found great examples of behaviour and learning throughout the week.

I have tried to get out of my office ds much ds possible to be present in the classrooms and to support children
with both their play and their ledrning dlongside the teaching team. One of the dreas | am most concerned
about looking forward in the Education system, is the incredsing numbers of children identified or potentially
identified as having a specific SEND need.

As a school I am very proud of the provision we give to all of our children dnd we are trying to create an
environment in which all children thrive, ir\cluo{ing those children that have a neurodiverse need. There are so
many aspects to school life, particularly with 312 children in one building and we as a staff are constantly
training to improve and develop our knowledge and skills. Labels can help children understand why they may
find certain things more challenging than others. At the same time, a label is never an excuse - it's simply a tool

to help us support them more effectively.

This is the latest national information regarding Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and what

this means for children in school.

NATIONAL SEND PICTURE (2025)
Recent national data shows that the number of children identified with SEND continues to rise dcross England.
As of January 2025, there are over 1.7 million !oupils with SEND, representing almost 20% of the school
population. This includes:

. wf_p_upiﬁ with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), totalling around 482,600 children.

* 14.2% of pupils receiving SEN Support (without an EHCP), totalling about 1.28 million pupils.

The 2025 SEND statistics highlight particularly significant change at primary school level. This year saw the

largest increase in EHCPs within primary settings, with 21,000 more primary_aged pupils receiving an EHCP

compo\ved with the previous year.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR OUR SCHOOL

These national trends reflect what many schools, including ours see on a o{o\g to do\v basis:
* Increasing numbers of children needing additional or specialised support.
* Greater complexity in the types of needs identified.
* A growing empko\sis on eo\rlj identification and consistent,
high-quality support.
As a school, we remain committed to ensuring all children receive the help 'H'\eg need to thrive. This includes:
* Early identification of needs,
* Strong collaboration with parents and carers,
e Access to external pvofessior\o\ls where appropriate,

e Inclusive ’feacking practices across the curriculum.

We recognise that behind every statistic is a child and a family

navigating their own journey. The growing national need highlights how Whole School - 95.9%
essential it is for us to work closely with you to understand edch child’s Year R - 95.7%
s‘trer\g’cks, ckdllenges and aspirations. Year 1 - 96.5%

Thank you for your continued partnership and support. 1 hope you all Yedr 2 - 96.6%

hdve a great weekend. Yedr 3 - 94.7%

Mr Bagwell - Headteacher Year 4 - 96.1%



L 8.8 8 & 4
PARLEY FIRST ON ZUMBA.COM
SCHOOL
FERNDOWN

TUESGWED &=
19:30 ﬁ

FIRST CLASS FREE
£6 PAYG

Group Lessons

For swimmers who thrive with more focus

From your feedbacl, we will seon be launching
Focused Small Group Lessens. These classes will have
a reduced class size.

Please contact Recaption for more information
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ForYears R-T Action-pack

EZ7 dally Club! Fur ilding and match
Bring packed lunch

“Ferndown only® pre-order meal

deals. (link on signup) . abilities. M

play in a friendly environment. Perfect for all
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